
Volume 12 Issue 14: 18th Dec 2023 

Christmas Cracker Joke: What do you call a snowman with a six pack? An abdominal snowman 

  Which Week? 
This Week: Monday 18th Dec (Week 2) 

Return Date: Tuesday 9th Jan 2024 (Week 1) Sixth Sense 

National Online Safety: Social Media Safety Tips 

With Christmas only a week away. Many will be using social media to share their excitement with friends and family. Being 

active on social media is a great way to show others how much fun you’re having, but it’s important that you know how to 

use these apps safely and securely so that bad things don’t happen. By following the social media safety tips on page 2, you 

can make sure that your personal information stays private, your postings are positive and that your social media use overall 

is responsible, healthy and most of all enjoyable. 

In the social media safety guide on the next page, you'll find tips such as don’t accept friend requests from strangers, block 

online bullies and to never share your personal information with people you don’t know. 

Recommendation of the 

week (Seasonal): BBC Pod-

cast, You’re Dead To Me 

This week’s recommendation is a seasonal 

episode of the brilliant ‘You’re Dead To Me’ 

podcast, in particular, one that is focussed on 

Charles Dickens and Christmas as they take a 

walk through the many Christmases of the 

renowned Victorian author.  This includes 

elephants walking on ice, the Dickens’ punch recipe and takes a closer look at 

the factors that may have influenced some of his most famous works. Follow 

the link to explore the BBC podcast online or access via your podcast provider: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0gyg74g. 

‘A Christmas Carol’  can be downloaded for free via the following Amazon Kin-

dle link—CLICK HERE (the Amazon Kindle app is also free to download and use 

on your phone). 

Year 12: GCSE Cert Collection 

For all of our current Year 12 students who attended 

the Academy, your GCSE and BTEC certificates are 

now available for collection (hooray!). 

These can be obtain by speaking to Mrs Gibbs in the 

Main Reception area (not in a big group thank you) 

who will issue you with an envelope containing your 

certificates and ask for you to sign a sheet to acknowledge receipt for 

these. 

Given that we are issuing our certificates, it is likely that for student who 

have studied elsewhere, that your certificates are also ready for collec-

tion and would therefore encourage you to contact the exams officer 

from your respective schools. PLEASE LOOK AFTER YOUR CERTIFICATES 

AND KEEP THEM IN A SAFE PLACE as replacements cannot be provided. 

These ’physical’ copies will be required throughout your life as part of 

applications process where only the originals will be accepted. 

Message to 

Year 13: 

Quite simply, the message to all Year 13 students is ‘UCAS’. 

Therefore for those of you planning to apply to university 

next year (for September 2024) you must complete all of the 

parts of your application and then SEND it, at which point 

the UCAS system will make Miss King and I aware of your 

application. 

Please keep an eye on your email as you may still have some 

fine-tuning to do. For example, Miss King and I have found 

that you have made spelling/ grammar errors on your per-

sonal statement or have neglected to add the full details you 

have studied or are currently studying. These need to be 

dealt with swiftly and RESENT back to us to approve. 

Please also ensure that you have spoken-to and provided a 

copy of your personal statement to your referee. 

End of Term 

Arrangements 

Final day of term: Friday 22nd December. 

This day will be a NON-UNIFORM DAY, 

with a £1 donation that will be collected during tutor period. 

End of day: 12.30pm  

School holiday: Saturday 23rd December 2023 to Sunday 7th Janu-

ary 2024 

Staff training day: Monday 8th January 2024 (except for those 

BTEC student who need to come in (via Main Reception) 

Return to school for ALL students: Tuesday 9th January 2024 @ 

8.30am 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0gyg74g
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Christmas-Carol-original-manuscript-ebook/dp/B004TRP36G/ref=sr_1_9?crid=2GOS5KARN0CWC&keywords=a+christmas+carol+free&qid=1702813206&s=digital-text&sprefix=a+christmas+carol+%2Cdigital-text%2C154&sr=1-9



