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“16 to 19 study programmes: Good”
OFSTED, March 2017

Welcome
e successes for which we are rightly proud and ensures our continued statu
The world continues to change. In the new global economies, skills are developing and
aspirations are rising at an ever-increasing
The rate. With more jobs requiring graduate level
qualifications, the need for a good educations has never been of greater importance.
At Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst, our sixth form education provides you with the
environment to flourish as an individual and acquire the knowledge and skills needed to
succeed in a competitive world. Delivery of the BTEC Level 3 programmes and A levels by
highly qualified and enthusiastic teachers enables our students to achieve the qualifications
so valued by industry and higher education. Moreover, at the academy we are committed
to ensuring our students are happy and that they enjoy a wide range of opportunities to
help them become well-rounded, resilient individuals who can make the transition to
employment with confidence. This prospectus offers a flavour of what life is like at the
academy. Our high expectations and aspirations for our sixth form students drives the
successes for which we are rightly proud and ensures our continued status as one of the
largest school based sixth form provision in Solihull, a provision we hope you will want to
be part of.
Sixth form is open to all students in our community. We look forward to helping you
achieve your potential and meet the challenges of the future.

Matthew Boyle
Acting Principal

Enjoy Life
Life is there to be enjoyed. The sixth form common room is where students
relax and put the world to rights. A relaxed environment that provides
the perfect setting to socialise with friends and catch up. Our information
centre provides a quiet setting where students can relax, use the internet or
read the daily newspapers to keep up to date with current affairs or simply
catch up with the latest gossip and football scores!
Tutors and teaching staff provide support to help you deal with the
academic pressures that achieving the highest grades demands and help
you overcome any obstacles that should arise. Specialist careers advisors
enable you to explore the opportunities available and advise you on
making the next step. At the academy we ensure that the academic
pressures are counterbalanced by a wide range of opportunities that
ensure they receive a holistic education and are not just an exam statistic.
Successful academic progress is not the be all and end all for us. We believe
that providing a caring environment, a stimulating curriculum and an
enjoyable range of opportunities is the key to success in sixth form.

Leading Edge Facilities
Our sixth form students can enjoy unrivalled facilities:
Sixth form students can relax and socialise in their own common room that
incoporates their own purpose built catering facilities and television.
This fantastic social area is a hive of activity and a focus point for sixth form
students to meet.
With study in mind our students can take advantage of full access to our
Information Centre which is staffed at all times so students always have the
opportunity for help and advice. There are areas dedicated to fiction, nonfictions, DVDs, journals and newspapers with a wide selection of titles and
resources in each section as well as specialist collections dedicated to sixth
form students. The student union have worked closely with the IC staff and
sixth form students now have their own bespoke study booths.
Finally, sixth form students at the academy will benefit from the £1.42 million
pound investment in a new 3G football pitch, changing pavilion with club
room complete with catering facilities as well as an Outdoor Education and
Adventure Centre with outdoor classrooms, First World War trench area, low
ropes and climbing boulder. Our first class facilities can be utilised for teaching
and learning as well as extra-curricular sport. These most recent developments
complement the academy’s sports hall, gym, dance studio and floodlit tennis
courts. sixth form students also have the added benefit of the use of North
Solihull Sports Centre.

Student Support
Students benefit from having a personal tutor whose primary role is to
develop and maintain a safe and confidential relationship with their tutees
and provide advice and support in relation to academic work and personal
development. They are a key point of contact for students and are integral
in helping to monitor attendance, punctuality and progress.
We also have a Welfare Department who can offer confidential advice and
support on a wide variety of non-academic issues, relationships or issues
relating to your general welfare.

Recreational Opportunities
Sport and physical recreation opportunities exist including football,
badminton and basketball to name but a few. For the more competitive,
there are a range of representative sports teams. The Duke of Edinburgh
scheme enables students to develop life skills and have fun while securing
a prestigious award. We have links with many local clubs and there are
opportunities to get recognised coaching qualifications. Our students have
undertaken a wide range of coaching courses.

Playing a Positive Role in our Community
Our students enjoy volunteering and helping in the community. Through
these activities they develop valuable skills, overcome challenges and enjoy
the satisfaction of helping others.
Students undertake a diverse range of projects within the community. Be
that within the academy, the local community, the national community
and even the international community. In doing so they help contribute
towards community cohesion and see the massive impact their endeavours
can bring. The Senior Citizens’ Christmas Dinner, Comic Relief, Strictly Come
Dancing are just some of the projects that our sixth formers have been
instrumental in developing.
Aside from the intrinsic satisfaction of being involved in community
projects, participation in these activities show our students to be well
rounded, altruistic young people who stand out in their interviews and
personal statements. Involvement in these activities has swung applications
in our students’ favour and shown them to be, not only well educated,
but well balanced young people who will play a positive role in their
community.
“The academic and vocational curriculum is well supported by a strong
extra-curricular programme.”
OFSTED, March 2017

Student Union
Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst recognises the importance of the
Student Union and the leadership role they play. We believe that listening
to our students, and developing them as leaders, is at the heart of enabling
our students to achieve to their full potential.
The student union represent and speak on behalf of the student body - it
is an opportunity for students to actively express their opinions and be
partners in the decision making of the academy regarding the planning,
implementation and evaluation of their educational experience. The
student union meet frequently and are actively involved in gathering the
opinion of sixth form students on whole school issues; acting as the main
body of communication between sixth form students, the Sixth Form team
and the Senior Leadership team. It is their duty to take responsibility for
communicating the needs, ideas and feedback from their fellow students
and they play a real part in helping us to continually evolve and enable
our students to see the value of a democratic process. The student union
ultimately contributes to the positive development of the sixth form and
are a valuable part of Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst. They are an
integral part of a successfully functioning sixth form.
All student union members are nominated by the students themselves
and represent the interests of both our BTEC and A level students. In such
a short period of time, our student union have been instrumental in the
development of our common room facilities and reappraisal of the sixth
form dress code, in addition to being outstanding ambassadors of the
academy.
We expect our student union members to be committed and passionate
learners who are willing to be role models to all academy students.

Volunteering
We are delighted to work in partnership with Lions International so that
the energy of our students can be harnessed for volunteering through the
internationally recognised Young Leaders In Service Award. Through the
YLiS, our youngsters can develop into caring, well rounded young adults
who can play a positive role in society.
We provide a blueprint for volunteering that can be emulated globally in
schools to help youngsters flourish and help contribute to creating a better
community and improve life chances for all.
The awards recognise young people who provide significant levels of
service to their communities. There are two award levels:
• The Silver Seal Award
50 hours of service to their community during a 12 month period
• The Gold Seal
100 hours of service during a 12 month period
Young Leaders In Service have gone on to become Young Ambassadors
of the 21st Century. Previous academy students Liam Barrett and Ashleigh
Woodall have been Young Leaders In Service and achieved the accolade
of being made ‘West Midlands Young Ambassadors of the 21st Century’
in recognition of their voluntary work. Both Liam and Ashleigh have said
how their involvement with Lions has helped them in securing places at
University and in broadening their horizons. Liam studied Medicine at
The University of Birmingham and Ashleigh studied Psychology at Aston
University.
We also work closely with the FA and sixth form students who volunteer to
assist with football and are able to gain accreditation through the “Football
Futures” programme and access an extensive range of FA courses.

Sixth Form Scholarship
Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst offers scholarships to recognise
academic, artistic, musical, sporting and all round talent to students at
sixth form. Students in Year 11 applying to study at the academy from
September are welcome to submit an additional application for a sixth form
scholarship.
Students awarded a sixth form scholarship will receive a total of £300
during Year 12 (in three instalments). The aim of the scholarships is to
provide students with the financial support to assist them in their studies.
This scholarship is a separate and an additional source of funding (subject
to eligibility) to the Student Bursary Scheme.
Students interested in applying for a scholarship are required to complete
an online ‘Sixth Form Scholarship’ application form. This application is
separate and in addition to the sixth form application.

Sixth Form Scholarship Student
I studied Biology, English History, Maths and
Psychology. I chose these subjects because I was
very unsure at the start of sixth form of what my
future plans were. My future plans are now to teach
History, to achieve a degree at university and then
subsequently a PGCE for secondary school teaching
and to also teach music grades for the drums as I'm
currently on my grade 6 with Rock School. I applied
for the scholarship because this would be beneficial
financially for purchasing necessary school equipment
including revision guides. This is how I used the money
to purchase school equipment to help with my studies.
Bradley Hemming

Sixth Form Scholarship Student
In sixth form I was able to study to further my education in subjects I had
studied for a long time as well as start new ones like psychology. Sixth form
was very challenging it is good preparation for university and helped me
develop new skills useful for later life. I intend to pursue a career in science.
By taking a selection of subjects it gave me a wide range of options in case I
changed my mind.
Upon applying for sixth form, I also applied for the schools scholarship
programme as I thought the money would be beneficial for gaining all
the supplies I would need for my exams. I used some of the money to buy
revision guides for certain subjects and saved some of my scholarship
money for university.
Laurie-Anne Kinsella

Curriculum Offer
There are three possible routes for sixth form study with all three options
enabling students to successfully move onwards to university, training and
employment:
Route One
Route Two

Route Three

Choose three A level subjects
Choose one A level subject alongside a BTEC National Extended
Diploma (a vocational qualification, equivalent to three A levels)
Choose a BTEC National Diploma (a vocational
qualification, equivalent to two A levels) & one A level subject

Sixth Form Entry Requirements
A Level
In order to gain entry on a programme of A Level study, students will be
required to achieve:
• At least five grade 5s or above or A*-C grades at GCSE or an equivalent
Level 2 qualification.
• At least a grade 5 in BOTH GCSE English and Mathematics must be achieved.
• Students are required to possess at least a grade 5 or B grade in their
chosen A Level subjects proposed to be studied.
Please see the list below for subject specific requirements.
• Biology: The student MUST achieve a grade 6/B or above in GCSE Biology
• Chemistry: The student MUST achieve a grade 6/B or above in GCSE
Chemistry and level 5 or above in GCSE Maths
• Maths: The student MUST achieve a grade 6/B or above in a GCSE Maths
• Physical Education: The student MUST be training and competing outside
of academy time within a prescribed activity that exists on the PE syllabus.
• Physics: The student MUST achieve a grade 6/B or above in GCSE Physics
and level 5 or above in GCSE Maths
• Psychology: The student MUST achieve a grade 6/B or above in a GCSE
humanities subject or science
• Religious Studies: The student MUST achieve a grade 5 or above in GCSE
Religious Studies
Note: A student achieving a grade 4 in either GCSE English or GCSE Mathematics
may still be eligible to study other A Level subjects within the Sixth Form if
they are able to fulfil the other entry criteria published above in additon to the
timetable permitting the study of three A levels alongside a retake subject.

Sixth Form Entry Requirements
Level 3, BTEC National Extended Diploma
In order to gain entry to any of the Level 3, BTEC National Diploma (or
equivalent BTEC) qualifications, students will be required to achieve:
At least four grade 4s or above or A*-C grades at GCSE or in an
equivalent Level 2 qualification (e.g. BTEC First).
• It is desirable for students who are planning to progress into sixth form
within a subject that they already study at Key Stage 4 to achieve a
grade 5 (or ‘good pass’), B grade or Level 2 Merit grade in contributing
subject, and as such may feature as a condition of any offer given.
We very much hope that you are successful in securing at least a grade 4
or C grade in both GCSE English and Mathematics. For ALL students who
do not meet this standard in one these GCSE subjects, you will be required
to attend re-take lessons timetabled by the academy in addition to that of
your BTEC lessons in order to work towards achieving a grade 4 in English
or mathematics. Attendance within all of the required re-take lessons is
one of the conditions of securing and maintaining a place within the sixth
form. We will not be able to accept students who do not possess both
a grade 4 in GCSE English and Mathematics. Any student required to
retake GCSE English or mathematics will not be able to study an additional
A level subject as a consequence of the retake component within their
programme of study.
Please note that there may be additional, specific entry requirements
for particular BTEC qualifications. For example, Children’s Play, Learning
and Development (CPLD) requires all students to achieve a grade 4 or C
grade in both GCSE English AND Mathematics as part of a governmental
prescription for this vocational area. All such conditions will be stated
clearly within any formal offer of place letter issued to students.

Sixth Form Entry Requirements
Change in GCSE grading note relevant to
both BTEC and A Level applicants
As a consequence of nationwide curriculum and assessment changes from
2017 by the Department for Education to GCSE Mathematics and GCSE
English Language and GCSE English Literature, in addition to 20 further
subjects in 2018, these subjects will cease to be graded in a traditional
manner of awarding grades ranging from A*-G and instead will now be
graded using a numerical system, from 9-1 (where grade 9 is the top grade,
equivalent to an A*and grade 1 is equivalent to a grade G).
All other GCSE qualifications will continue to be graded using the ‘old’ A*-G
grade system and will make the transition to a similar numerical system
over the coming academic years.

Academic Enrichment
In addition to their Level 3 programme of study, all students will be
expected to broaden their experiences by choosing at least one of the
following options:
• Completing a Massively Open Online Course (MOOC) of their choice.
• Opting to undertake a regular, appropriate industry or work
placement.
• Participating in sporting excellence training or healthy lifestyles.
• Participating in volunteering opportunities within the Academy such
as Peer Mentoring.
• Attending sessions to prepare them for university entry tests such as
UKCAT, LNAT etc.

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma
What is a BTEC?
BTEC stands for Business and Technology Educational Council and is the leading provider of
vocational qualifications within the education sector. The Level 3, Extended Diploma
qualification is the largest and most respected of these qualifications and as such is
equivalent to achieving 3 traditional A levels and is graded on upon a Pass, Merit and
Distinction criteria.
The BTEC can be used to gain entry into Higher Education or as a foundation to a career. All
BTEC Extended Diploma qualifications have been classified by the Department of Education
into one of two classifications of either ‘tech’ (or technical) level or ‘general applied’
qualifications, an overview of which has been given below.
- Tech level qualifications form the majority of our BTEC Extended Diploma qualifications
(outlined below) and are seen as being suitable for students who wish to “specialise in
a technical occupation or occupational group. They lead to recognised occupations, for
example in engineering or IT”. In addition, they are also “recognised by a relevant trade or
professional body” and can also be used as a means of progressing to university.
- Applied general qualifications are seen as those that “provide broad study of a vocational
area.” These qualifications are recognised by universities “as fulfilling entry requirements to a
range of HE courses, either in their own right or alongside other level 3 qualifications. Some
employers and professional/trade bodies have also pledged support for Applied General
qualifications.”
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma Courses Offered:

• Children’s Play, Learning and Development
• Creative Media Production
• Health & Social Care
• Sport
• Sport and Exercise Science
• Travel & Tourism

“progress is better than
that seen nationally”
OFSTED, March 2017

• IT (BTEC Diploma)

Experience
Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst has the experience to deliver successful BTEC Extended
Diploma qualifications, and has been doing so continuously for the last twenty years, as a
consequence to the academy’s commitment to vocational learning and as such is taught by
a vibrant range of experienced coordinators and motivated teachers.

Results
Last year 100% of our Level 3, BTEC students achieved a Level 3 qualification, with Extended
Diploma students achieving on average, an exceptional final grade of
Distinction, Distinction, Merit which is the equivalent to 128 UCAS tarriff points.
Destinations
In 2019 a huge amount of our BTEC students progressed onto a range of university courses
such as Sociology & Criminology, Sports Coaching, Accounting & Finance, Quantity Surveying,
Adult Nursing, Business Football & Finance, Computer Games Technology and Media Production
ranging from local universities such as Birmingham, Coventry, Aston, Derby and Staffordshire to
universities further afield. Then the remaining students were equally successful progressing onto a
range of employment and further training examples include apprenticeships in engineering such
as Airtech, Telent (Cyber Security) and Arconic.
Commitment
All courses require full-time attendance. Some courses have a day release/block placement
commitment as a mandatory requirement of the course. In addition, all students complete a
period of work experience of up to two weeks.
Assessment
BTEC qualifications are both internally and externally assessed.
Internal Assessment: Students are prepared for internal assessments after which
assignments are set for the student to complete and submit evidence of their work. The
method of assessment will be varied according to the nature of the qualification being
studied and will range from formal assignments being written to delivering a performance,
a presentation or being observed. As a consequence BTEC require us to implement an
Assessment Policy which places a strong emphasis on the ability of students to meet
published deadlines in addition to requiring students to take greater ownership over their
respective assignments.
External Assessment: Each external assessment is taken under specified conditions,
then marked by BTEC and a grade awarded. The types of external assessment are:
Exam: all learners take the same assessment at the same time, to demonstrate their
knowledge and understanding, normally with a written outcome
Task: learners take the same assessment during a defined window and demonstrate
knowledge, skills and understanding through completion of a vocational task

BTEC Children’s Play, Learning and Development
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Children’s Play, Learning and Development
(Early Years Educator)
Key Information
Type: Tech Level qualification
1080 Guided Learning Hours
Equivalent in size to three traditional A Levels.
Content: 21 units of which 11 are Mandatory and 3 are external.
•
Mandatory content (77%)
•
External assessment (33%)
The qualification is a two-year, full-time qualification designed for sixth form learners with an
interest in progressing to a career as an early years educator, for example as a nursery worker,
childminder or nanny. It is also appropriate for those who wish to progress to higher education
to specialise in a related field.
No prior study of the sector is needed, but learners will normally have a range of achievement
at Level 2 in GCSEs or equivalent qualifications. Learners will also need to achieve GCSEs in
English and Maths at grade C or above to practice as an early years educator.
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with employers and
professional bodies to confirm that the content is appropriate for those interested in working in
the sector.
Learners taking this qualification will study eleven mandatory units which cover the following
topics:
• children’s development
• keeping children safe
• observation, assessment and planning
• play and learning
• reflective practice
• research
• supporting children’s early learning
• the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
• working with parents and others
Optional units, selected by the academy, have been designed to support progression to
relevant occupational areas and to the range of sector-related courses in higher education. They
cover content areas such as:
• Working in a Montessori setting
• children’s development outdoors
• working with children with additional needs
All learners taking this qualification will be required to engage with sector employers as part
of their course. This includes 750 hours of mandatory work experience, and production of a
Practical Evidence Portfolio (PEP), to record evidence of engagement in continuing professional
development and reflective practice in different early year settings.

BTEC Creative Media & Production
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative Media Production
Key Information Type: Applied General Qualification
1080 Guided Learning Hours
Equivalent in size to three traditional A Levels.
Content: 13 units of which 7 are mandatory and 4 are external.
• Mandatory content (66%)
• External assessment (41%)
The qualification is a two-year, full-time qualification designed for psixth form learners who want to
study media related degree courses in Higher Education. Learners gain knowledge and
understandingof creative digital media production and develop an understanding of how to work
within the media industries. Learners can choose to follow a general programme of study,
learning digital production skills in a variety of different media. The qualification has been developed
for sixth form learners who wish to focus their study on creative digital media production with a view
to progressing to a related higher education course and potentially a career in the Creative Industries.
mandatory content learners develop the underpinning knowledge and skills needed for the media
sector.
Learners investigate the media industry, looking at the influences of technology and
audiences and how media is affected by these factors. They develop research skills through their
investigations and understand the differences between primary and secondary research techniques
and quantitative and qualitative responses. Learners study how to analyse and deconstruct media
representations and develop the communication and planning skills that allow ideas to be produced.
Learners refine their presentation skills through pitching media projects and their communication
skills are developed by working in teams to complete various media projects. Learners choose
optional units in sectors such as, television, film, digital games and interactive media. This enables
them to acquire knowledge of various media and media genres which extends their understanding
of various sections of the media.
Pearson has worked with Higher Education to ensure that learners
develop the knowledge and skills needed to prepare for study at a higher level. Media industry
employers have also been involved to confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent with
current practice for learners who may choose to enter employment. Learners taking this
qualification will study seven mandatory units which cover the following topics:
1:
2:
3:
4:
5:
6:
7:

Media Representations
Working in the Creative Media Industry
Digital Media Skills
Pre Production Portfolio
Specialist Subject Investigation
Media Campaigns
Responding to a Commission

BTEC Health and Social Care
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care
Key Information
Type: Applied General qualification
1080 Guided Learning Hours
Equivalent in size to three traditional A Levels.
Content: 13 units of which 8 are Mandatory and 4 are external.
•
Mandatory content (72%)
•
External assessment (42%)
The qualification is a two-year, full-time qualification designed for sixth form learners who
want to continue their education through applied learning and who aim to progress to
higher education and ultimately to employment in the health and social care sector.
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with higher education
to ensure it supports progression to higher study. Employers and professional bodies
have also been involved in order to confirm that the content is also appropriate for those
interested in working in the sector.
In addition to the knowledge, understanding and skills that underpin study of the health
and social care sector, this qualification gives learners experience of the breadth and
depth that will prepare them for further study in the sector. This includes the opportunity
for learners to choose a health studies pathway with options reflecting the progression
opportunities in health care. Learners taking this qualification will study eight mandatory units:
• Human Lifespan Development
• Working in Health and Social Care
• Work experience
• Anatomy & Physiology
• Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs
• Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care
• Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care
• Promoting Public Health
To develop a better understanding of the demands of the sector to demonstrate their
commitment and interest in the sector when applying for further study, learners are required
to undertake work experience as part of the course and for learners.
Learners will study five optional units (selected by the academy) from the following
pathway:
• Sociological Perspectives
• Psychological Perspectives
• Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
• Nutritional Health
• Physiological disorders and their care

BTEC Information Technology
BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Information Technology
Key Information
Type: Applied General qualification
720 Guided Learning Hours
Equivalent in size to two traditional A Levels.
Content: 8 units of which 6 are mandatory and 3 are external.
•
Mandatory content (83%)
•
External assessment (46%)
The is a two-year, full-time qualification.
The objective of this qualification is to give learners the opportunity to develop their
knowledge and skills in IT. Learners study the relationship between hardware and software,
managing and communicating information and data, and the principles of designing and
developing digital technologies and processes to support organisations. The additional
mandatory units that this qualification includes are Unit 9: IT Project Management and Unit 11:
IT Cyber Security and Incident Management (synoptic).
This qualification also includes optional units (selected by the academy), covering areas such
as data modelling and analytics, mobile internet technologies, creative technologies and
enterprise for IT.

Solihull Moors Football Club Football Academy
Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst is working with Solihull Moors Football Club in providing
the Football Academy. This initiative began in September 2017 and it has proved to be
highly successful. Most students who wish to join the scheme will study a Level 3 BTEC in
Sport or Sport and Exercise Science or a suite of A level qualifications. Other students may
be able to study a variety of Level 3 BTEC qualifications ranging from Extended Diplomas
to Certificates dependent upon timetable constraints. These lessons will take place during
the mornings leaving the afternoons free so that the high level coaching from Moors’
strong team of coaches can take place on the extensive and impressive sports facilities at
the academy. Solihull Moors Football Club will ensure that each student is part of one of a
number of squads playing weekly, competitive fixtures. Students will also be provided with
individualised nutritional programmes and there will also be the opportunity for them to
develop their fitness levels through the provision of gym and swim passes. Everything is
being geared towards the youngsters being highly successful both in the classroom and on
the football pitch. The academy is extremely proud of its sixth form academic results that are
always impressive.
All students wishing to join the Football Academy will need to apply to take an academic
course at Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst and also take part in the practical football trials
which take place during the Spring Term. Working with such a successful and local football
club will only enhance the opportunities available to the youngsters.
Josh Endell, photographed on the academy’s 3G football pitch. Josh played for Solihull
Moors’ first team this season at the age of 16 Years before joining the Football Academy in
September 2017. He has subsequently been signed by Coventry City Football Club.

"University was a lot harder than I thought it was going to be. Sixth form really helped me because on my course I had to do a lot of independent study,
especially for the research project. This helped me in my degree. The first term was the hardest of all because of the areas I had never studied before.
However second semester was better because a lot of the work I covered in sixth form. I am at University of Birmingham and I do Sports and Exercise Science.
My choice was affected by Chris, in the psychology lessons, him talking about sports psychology and the things I learnt made me want to go to a good
university. Staff helped me to do the applications and with the steps I had to take. Also at times just encouraging me to apply for high universities and
not to be scared of rejection. I am also a Rowlands Trust Scholarship student, the scholarship is of great help because I am part of the uni football team
so need money to get around and fund equipment. My hope is to finish with a first in my degree and also get my football career going by having a professional
contract at the end of university or at least be playing for a very good team. A hard thing to do but I like to go over and beyond."
Blessing Nhundu, former BTEC Sports & Exercise Science student, member
of Solihull Moors Football Club & recipient of a Rowlands Trust Scholarship

BTEC Sport
The qualification is a two-year, full-time qualification designed for sixth form learners,
to be delivered in conjunction with either the Solihull Moors Football Club Academy or
an additional A Level subject of study. For students who study an additional subject, the
qualification is aimed at learners looking to progress to higher education in this sector.
Key Information
Type: Applied General Qualification
1080 Guided Learning Hours
Equivalent in size to three traditional A Levels.
Content: 9 units of which 6 are mandatory and 3 are externally assessed.
•
Mandatory content (75%)
•
External assessment (45%)
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics
to ensure that it supports progression to higher education. Employers and professional bodies
have also been involved and consulted to confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent
with current practice for learners who may choose to enter employment directly in the sport sector.
The mandatory content allows students to concentrate on the development of their
practical skills and the broad knowledge required for entrance into higher education
programmes in sport.
Learners will study six mandatory units:
•
Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology
•
Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Well-being
•
Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
•
Unit 4: Sports Leadership
•
Unit 22: Investigating Business in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry
•
Unit 23: Skill Acquisition in Sport.
In addition, learners will then study three further units from a range of optional units
(selected by the academy) that have been designed to support progression to a variety of
sport courses in higher education and to link with relevant occupational areas. These may
include:
•
Sports Psychology
•
Practical Sports Performance
•
Coaching for Performance
•
Sports Event Organisation
•
Sports Performance Analysis

BTEC Sport and Excercise Science
The qualification is a two-year, full-time qualification designed for sixth form learners who
want to continue their education through applied learning, and who aim to progress to
higher education and ultimately to employment, possibly in the sport and exercise science
sector and may be delivered for some students in conjunction with the Solihull Moors
Football Club Academy.
Key Information
Type: Applied General Qualification
1080 Guided Learning Hours
Equivalent in size to three traditional A Levels.
13 units of which 7 are mandatory and 4 are externally assessed.
•
Mandatory content (67%)
•
External assessment (42%)
The content of this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to
ensure that it supports progression to higher education. Employers and professional bodies
have also been involved and consulted to confirm that the content is appropriate and
consistent with current practice for learners choosing to enter employment in the sport and
exercise science sector.
The qualification gives learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that underpin study
of the sport and exercise science sector, and gives learners additional breadth and depth to
prepare them fully for further study or training. This includes the opportunity for learners
to study several topics from a selection of options (determined by the academy) reflecting
progression in sport and exercise science. Learners will study seven mandatory content
areas. These are:
•
Applied Research Methods in Sport and Exercise Science
•
Applied Sport and Exercise Psychology
•
Coaching for Performance and Fitness
•
Field and Laboratory-based Fitness Testing
•
Functional Anatomy
•
Nutrition for Sport and Exercise Performance
•
Sport and Exercise Physiology
The final third of the qualification comprises of units have been designed to support
progression to sport and exercise science courses in higher education, and again, are
determined by the academy. The additional content areas may include:
•
Research Project in Sport and Exercise Science
•
Physical Activity for Individual and Group-based Exercise
•
Sociocultural Issues in Sport and Exercise
•
Specialised Fitness Training
•
Sports Injury and Assessment
•
Sports Massage
•
Technology in Sport and Exercise Science.

BTEC Travel and Tourism
BTEC Level 3 National Extended Diploma in Travel and Tourism and designated one day per week
of high quality work experience at The Hilton Metropole Hotel, NEC.
Key Information
Type: Applied General qualification
1080 Guided Learning Hours
Equivalent in size to three traditional A Levels
Content: 4 mandatory units and optional units
The qualification is a two-year, full-time qualification designed for sixth form learners
who want to progress to employment and can support application to related programme
at higher education. The content of this qualification relates directly to the skills and
understanding needed for further study in travel and tourism and has been developed in
consultation with higher education, in addition to employers and professional bodies in
order to confirm that the content is appropriate and consistent with current practice. The
opportunity to spend one day per week at the Hilton Hotel greatly enhances the vocational
quality of the course. Students will work in a variety of departments within the hotel.
Students who are successful in Year 13 will then have the opportunities to potentially:
a) Gain full-time employment at The Hilton Hotel
b) Join an Apprenticeship at the Hilton Hotel
The qualification studied during sixth form includes four mandatory units, in part covering the
following content areas.
•
The travel and tourism industry – the travel and tourism industry in the UK is growing
and is of major importance to the economy. Learners will develop the skills needed to
examine, interpret and analyse a variety of statistics that measure the importance of
tourism to the UK.
•
Different types of destinations and their importance – learners will investigate the
features and appeal of global destinations.
•
Customer service – learners will explore and apply ways of managing internal and
external customer experience to support organisational success and develop their
customer service skills.
This qualification also includes optional units (selected by the academy), covering areas such
as marketing in travel and tourism, events, conferences and exhibitions and work experience
in Travel and Tourism.

A Level General
Things you need to know before making your final A level choices
Whether you’ve already decided your A levels for next year or you’re struggling to decide, here
is some useful advice to help you make the right A level choices.
1. A levels are a lot harder than GCSEs
The reason you take a particular subject at A level will come down to one (or more) of these
three scenarios (usually):
•
you need it to pursue a particular career
•
it’s a subject you enjoy and are good at
•
it’s a subject you’ve not studied before but you think will suit you
Either way, be prepared for a big jump in the level of difficulty when you transition from GCSE
to A level (or any other Advanced level qualification for that matter). You’ll also see differences
in the way you’re taught and in what is expected of you.
2. Taking certain ‘facilitating’ subjects at A level will open up more university course options
Want to go to university but don’t know what you’ll want to study? You’re not alone!
Keep your future options wide open when choosing your A levels by selecting a smart mix of
the most commonly asked-for subjects in university entry requirements, known as ‘facilitating’
subjects. These subjects are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Biology
Chemistry
English Literature
Geography
History
Maths
Modern and classical languages
Physics

The more of these you choose, the more courses at university will be open to you!

A Level General
3. Certain university courses will look for specific A levels
This is really important if you have a particular degree in mind. You won’t be able to apply to
some degree courses without having taken some specific A levels (and achieving the right
grades in them too, of course).
Below are a few examples to give you an idea of what to expect
•
Pharmacy must have: chemistry, plus at least one from biology, maths and physics
•
English must have: usually English literature, maybe English literature and language or
English language
•
Geology / earth sciences must have: at least two from maths, physics, chemistry and
biology
•
Economics sometimes need: maths, very rarely do you need economics
For more guidance on what to study at A level to go on to particular degree subjects log on to
www.ucas.com. UCAS stands for the “Universities and Colleges Admissions Service” – it is the
organisation responsible for managing applications to higher education courses in the UK.
Tip: Check out the full entry requirement details for a handful of courses across different
universities to make sure you’re ticking all the boxes with your subject choices.
4. Some courses and unis have lists of subjects they don’t accept
Particular courses – take, for instance, an architecture course at the University of Bath – will
view certain A levels as less effective preparation for university studies than others. Similarly,
some universities – such as the University of Sheffield – actually list which A level subjects they
prefer. Others, like the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE), have ‘nonpreferred’ subject lists.
If your subject choices do not match up, you should not necessarily discount the course, or be
put off from taking a creative or vocational A level subject you’re really interested in.
Taking a subject such as history of art, economics, geology, government and politics, media
studies, psychology, religious studies and sociology in conjunction with at least one (ideally
two) of the ‘facilitating’ subjects listed above should not be an issue, if you get the grades.

A Level General
5. Research your options - know myth from reality
Do not take everything you hear at face value – the reality might be quite different.
Say you’ve heard that you have no chance of getting on to an ultra-competitive law course
at the University of Durham because it doesn’t accept psychology A level. Well, Durham
Law School proactively states on its website that ‘we do not make offers in respect of
critical thinking or general studies, but we are otherwise unconcerned by the subjects you
take’. Couple that with a closer look at what A levels current students on the course took
– in this case you’ll find that 14% of students studying law at Durham arrived with A level
psychology! It’s always worth investigating things yourself so you get the full picture.
A university may view you differently from another candidate based on other factors such as
extra-curricular interests or your portfolio. Don’t rely on pre-conceived assumptions or what
you hear through someone else from their experience. Double check your facts!
6. Many unis and courses will consider you whatever you choose
Question: Accountancy, anthropology, archaeology, banking, business studies, classical
civilisations, hospitality, information science, law, management, marketing, media
studies, philosophy, politics, psychology, public relations, religious studies/theology, retail
management, social work, sociology, surveying, television, travel and tourism… What do
these subjects have in common?
Answer: They will all consider a very wide range of A level choices and do not normally have
essential subject requirements! So don’t get too bogged down in essential A levels you have
to take.
Remember...keep in mind that the structure of A levels has been changing in the last two
years. Under the new system being introduced, all A level exams will take place at the end
of Year 13, with no marks from AS levels (if you take these) contributing to the overall final
grade.
Across the board, there will also be less coursework and fewer practical assessments under
the new system - making that exam revision all the more important. Grades will continue to
be awarded on an A*-E scale.

* Please note that inevitably there are some timetable constraints and as such not all
combinations of subjects may be possible. We will however do our best to accommodate the
majority of individual needs.

A level
We will be offering the following A levels.
* Level 3 Diploma - equivalent to one A level.

Art & Design
Biology
English Literature
Mathematics

Media
Religious Studies
Business
Chemistry
Creative Writing
History
Product Design

Psychology
Criminology*
French

Spanish
Geography
Physical Education
Physics

A level Subject Option Block
Choose one A level subject from each block*

Block 1:
Art & Design
Mathematics

Biology
Media

English Literature
Religious Studies

Block 2:
Business
History
Psychology

Chemistry
Media

Creative Writing
Product Design

Block 3:
Criminology
Geography
Physics

English Literature
Physical Education

French
Spanish

Destinations & UCAS Tariffs for All Courses
Students achieve ‘UCAS points’ as a result of completing their respective
BTEC Extended Diploma or A level qualifications. The amount of ‘points’
that are achieved depend upon the overall grade secured by the individual.
A ‘tariff’ is published by UCAS to ensure that students, parents and carers
are made aware of the how well they are required to perform in order to
achieve a given amount of ‘points’.

UCAS Tariffs for BTEC and A Level
In order to familiarise you with the tariff points that can be achieved via
the BTEC National Extended Diploma and A level qualifications that we offer an
overview has been provided below. In addition to this information, we
have taken the liberty of comparing this to equivalent points that could be
achieved through a 3 A level pathway in order for the relative worth of our
qualifications to be fully determined.

BTEC
Grade
D*D*D*
D*D*D
D*DD
DDD
DDM
DMM
MMM
MMP
MPP
PPP

Tariff
points
168
160
152
144
128
112
96
80
64
48

A level
A*
A
B
C
D
E

Equivalent to achieving the following
Tariff points at A level
A*A*A* (168 Tariff points)
A*A*A (160 Tariff points)
A*AA (152 Tariff points)
AAA (144 Tariff points)
ABB (128 Tariff points)
BBC (112 Tariff points)
CCC (96 Tariff points)
CDD (80 Tariff points)
DDE (64 Tariff points)
EEE (48 Tariff points)

Tariff points
56
48
40
32
24
16

“students consistently make good progress.” OFSTED, March 2017

Destinations
In 2019 we had a cohort of 101 students in Year 13. Their destinations can be
summarised below:
First ever TGAK student to secure entrance to the
University of Oxford

Russell Group Universities
Birmingham
Newcastle
Oxford

5% of university students
at Russell Group universities

50%
of students at non
Russell Group universities

Universities: Aberdeen, Aberystwyth,
BCU, Coventry, DeMontford,
Hertfordshire, Keele, Kingston, Liverpool
John Moores, Northampton, Warwickshire

Cyber Security
Warehouse Management Systems
Air Conditioning
Engineering

30% of students
in employment

4% of students in
apprenticeships

Bridal Shop, Genting Arena, Heartlands
Hospital, Hilton, Kuehne & Nagle, Spire
Parkway Hospital, WHSmith Travel,
Zodiac Engineering

Other
22 x Pupil Premium students have advanced to university
6 x seeking employment
2x students continuing to Year 14

Careers
At Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst we are determined that all of our students
are able to access advice and guidance regarding their career pathway throughout
their time in sixth form.
We are committed to ensuring all of our students make the appropriate choices in
Year 13 so that they move on with a suitable place at university, employment or
further training.
As part of this commitment our careers information and guidance support begins
with advice,guidance & information activities, talks in assemblies and events.
Approximately 60% of our sixth form students apply to higher education and
the process of looking at routes after sixth form begins in February of Year 12
with our Futures Day. This is followed up in the Summer Term with a Your Future
event aimed at Parents and Students. There are talks from local universities and
apprenticeships organisations at this event.
All students in Year 12 are given the opportunity to attend the UCAS Convention
in June to target suitable universities. Our Careers Co-ordinator oversees the
UCAS process and talks to students individually and in small groups about their
subject choice in order to identify an appropriate university course and specific
entry requirements including references, interviews, additional tests and entry
requirements.
For students who are interested in applying for Teaching, Nursing, Midwifery, Art
and Fashion, Music, Oxford and Cambridge, Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry
and Law there are additional sessions for students to discuss the application
process for these subjects.
In October of Year 13, Curriculum Day is dedicated to students finalising their UCAS
forms and members of staff from local universities are on hand to give support
with interview techniques. There are dedicated sessions for students seeking
employment or apprenticeships which include applications, cv support and
interviews.
For students who do not plan to go to university there is the opportunity for
students to investigate employment routes, apprenticeships, gap years and
volunteering with a careers interview with our careers advisor and our Careers
Co-ordinator.
Careers education and guidance are effective in the sixth form.
All students receive independent advice and individual support. OFSTED, March 2017

Rowlands Trust Scholarship
Amarah Simms
BTEC Extended Diploma student
I studied a BTEC Extended Diploma. I really enjoyed the course and it
definitely helped me prepare for university. I could not have achieved what
I have without the support from the staff at the academy. They taught
me everything I know and pushed me to be the best I could. Preparation
lessons for university were given which really helped when it came to
my interviews. I was even able to work with Birmingham City University
students, as we did a joint textile art piece for Thinktank, this opportunity
gave me an advantage when applying to universities as it showed I was
able to work in a team and also work to a university standard.
I studied design at Birmingham City University and chose to specialise in
embroidery. I really enjoyed the course and learnt lots of new techniques
aswell as finding out a lot about the textile industry. However I don’t
think I would have been able to do this course to the best of my ability if
it wasn’t for the Rowland Trust Fund, it helped me out a lot. Textile design
is an expensive course due to buying good quality equipment, materials,
printing money, as well as travel money to go back and forth. BCU also
expect students to travel to London regularly to visit exhibitions so the
Rowland trust money has helped to put towards all these things. I am really
grateful that I was chosen to receive the fund.
Amarah Simms, Textile Design, Birmingham City University

Rowlands Trust Scholarship
Katie Griffiths
After I completed my GCSEs, my favourite
subjects were English, history and psychology.
Sixth form was challenging but it really
prepared me for university. I find researching,
referencing, writing essays and revising for
exams a lot easier than others on my university
course. I was supported a lot with my university
application, from choosing universities
to having valuable help with my personal
statement. During my time at the academy I
took part in the Student League of Nations in
Geneva, which was an amazing experience.
I decided to study University of Gloucestershire
studying Law. My first year was a lot easier than
I thought it would be and I have sixth form to
thank for that.
The Rowland's Trust money helped me buy a
few essentials for university: text books, the
latest Microsoft Office, all-in-one printer and
cartridges and a TV license as well as travel
expenses.
I have successfully completed my Law degree
and have now embarked upon my career as a
Civil Servant.
Katie Griffiths, University of Gloucestershire –
Faculty of Law Christmas Ball

Student Perspective
The sixth form at Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst is made up of a wonderful community of
students and teachers.
The academy’s modern facilities mean that you can truly get the most out of your course. Whether
it’s spending time in one of the Apple Mac editing suites on the Media course, or in a fully
equipped workshop for use on Design Technology, there is something for whatever you choose
to study. The academy is unique in the fact that it offers both BTEC and A Level qualifications,
meaning that whatever your goal is, whether it be University or an apprenticeship, there is a
course to suit you.
There are plenty of opportunities to get involved with extra-curricular activities, and the academy
is excellent at facilitating these, and the academy encourages students to take part in a new
experiences. In addition to this, the college’s connection to the Lions’ organisation also allows
students to gain recognised qualifications and experiences through Young Leaders in Service and
the Lions’ Young Ambassador of the 21st Century award. The encouragement from the academy
to get involved with extra-curricular activities and volunteering give students a chance to expand
their CVs and make their applications and personal statements stand out, as well as becoming
more well-rounded individuals. Helping the community, within college and the surrounding area,
develops valuable skills and can hone new interests. The satisfaction that comes with helping
others is another great benefit. Those with ambition even have the opportunity to make a global
difference, with trips to Zambia (to undertake voluntary work with a Zambian school that has links
to the college) and Geneva, Switzerland (to participate in debates held by the Students’ League of
Nations in the UN Building).
The support given to students, both academically and emotionally, is outstanding. Staff at the
academy are approachable, and are happy to do everything they can to ensure that students
are comfortable, content and coping with their studies. Student wellbeing is at the heart of the
academy’s values, and the importance of physical and mental health is promoted, as well as the
benefits of being a successful and independent learner.
Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst has a notable alumni, which expands year on year, as more
students and ex-students reach their goals in the world of work and further study. Many of the exstudents attribute their success to the things they did whilst attending the academy, and that the
experiences they had during college are what have helped to shape their future.
It is often said that you get out what you put in, and the academy is no exception. With the right
attitude, the academy can open up so many doors for you, and can allow you to gain a wealth
of skills and experiences. The academy rewards you for pushing yourself and reaching your full
potential, to the point where it becomes second nature to seize every opportunity that you are
given. As an ex-student myself, I can honestly say that studying at the academy has shaped who I
am today, and made me even more determined to be the best person that I can be. I can think of
no better place to spend your college years.
Phoebe Knowles
Studying Film and TV Production
University of York

Student Profiles
Chloe Griffiths
BTEC Health & Social Care
I studied the BTEC Extended Diploma in Health & Social
Care. It was a challenging course which also incorporated
‘hands on’ work experience - this complimented the range
of assignments that we covered in college and allowed
me to put in to practice some of the things I had learnt in
College. I achieved D*D*D*, the highest possible grade.
After taking a gap year and working for Age Concern I finally
decided that Adult Nursing was definitely my career choice.
Sixth form still supported and advised me with my UCAS
application and I was accepted for a January intake to study
Adult Nursing at the University of Wolverhampton, Burtonon-Trent campus. The course was demanding but luckily the
lecturers and Practice Team are as supportive as they were.
I felt confident when on my placements and I am sure that
the valuable work experience I had to do as part of my
BTEC and my time at Age Concern has helped. As a student
nurse my placement opportunities included; Community
& District nursing, Rehabilitation wards, Outpatients and
Theatre and Orthopaedics.
I enjoyed being a student of the University of
Wolverhampton and was made a member of the
Professional Forum, where I attended meetings with the
Director or Nursing, Matrons, Sisters and Staff Nurses to
represent Student Nurses and voice our views and opinions.
I feel that the academy and University of Wolverhampton
both provided excellent learning opportunities and
support, enabling their students to achieve their
qualifications.
I have completed my adult nursing degree with first class
honours and am currently working as a palliative care nurse.

Student Profiles
Marinos Papageorgiou
BTEC IT & Business with Biology
The main reason as to why I decided to do a BTEC was simple as I already
knew that I would like to be involved with the business industry. The
opportunity to study IT as well as Business was brilliant as all businesses rely
upon computers so furthering my knowledge in computing/IT will certainly
benefit me later on in life.
For my future, I am going to University to study a degree in Business
Management. It is key to study and obtain your education in order be able
to progress up the career ladder and secure a job in the sector that you
like. Initially, doing a BTEC and an additional subject seemed to be very
hard, it was a challenge to be able to focus on two different courses as my
timetable did not always allow me to attend my biology lessons. However I
was quickly able to combat this issue and worked harder in my free periods
and outside of college to make up for it.
Overall, I coped very well with a BTEC and an extra subject as I managed
my time effectively to ensure that I achieved the best possible results in
my BTEC and also to do well in my Biology exams and coursework along
with the help from my teachers. My time in sixth form was amazing and I
thoroughly enjoyed it. I am happy that I made the choice to continue at the
academy rather than going somewhere else; the help that I have had from
my teachers has been exceptional and has helped me to achieve the best
results.

Application Process
All students are required to complete and submit an online sixth form
application form. It is the students’ responsibility to ensure that the form is
filled in correctly and must include their nominated referee. On receipt of
their completed application form an online reference will be obtained from
their referee.
What happens after I submit an online application to sixth form?
Your application form will be processed on receipt and you will be invited
to attend an interview. You will be advised of your interview date and time
via letter.
What happens next?
On completion of your interview you will be:
1. Issued a letter to formally offer you a place based upon meeting the entry
requirements (refer to entry requirements).
2. Informed that you will be made a conditional offer for the course in
which case you will receive your offer letter at the end of your interview or
via post.
3. Informed that you have been unsuccessful in gaining a place and
supported through further intervention with regard to additional options.

https://kingshurst.tgacademy.org.uk/sixth-form/apply-online/

Closing Statement
I hope you have enjoyed looking through our prospectus in order to find
out a bit more about our sixth form, in addition to experience, facilities,
opportunities and qualifications that we offer.
As a highly experienced and well established sixth form centre of over
twenty years within the area, we take great pride in what we do and the
experience that we offer to our students and are proud to deliver such wellrespected and long-standing qualifications that contribute towards making
us one of the largest school-based sixth form in Solihull.
Our sixth form students are a community of phenomenal individuals
who continue to inspire both the lower school students in addition to
myself with their respective achievements in securing places through an
impressive range of university courses, gaining access to well recognised
apprenticeships or indeed securing employment upon the completion of
their qualification.
It is of little surprise that the student body as a whole, and in particular,
the student union, have played an integral role in the design of their new
sixth form facilities within the academy that have recently seen them
take ownership of an outstanding common room, equipped with its own
serving area and flat screen TV, in addition to soft seating and leather sofas
in order for our hard working students to relax amidst the more serious
aspects of their related studies.
When students complete their time here with us, not only do they progress
and achieve well, they also possess the resilience and skills to ensure that
they are fully prepared to face the rigours of the wider world.
I take great pleasure in inviting you to revisit this prospectus to affirm
what Tudor Grange Academy Kingshurst has to offer and extend a
warm welcome to you to contact me directly should you require further

clarification or support as you consider the very important next step in your
education and journey towards fulfilling your aspirations. Whatever these
may be, I am confident that the BTEC Extended National Diplomas or A Levels
can play a significant role in enabling you to reach them.

John Bowers
Director of Sixth Form
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