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Which Week?

@
This Week: Monday 30th Jan (Week 2)
I X e I I S e Next Week: Monday 6th Feb (Week 1)

Holocaust Memorial Day: Ordinary People

Last Friday marked this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD), an international occasion that we mark as an Academy, through assem-
blies, tutor time and indeed were represented by several Yr10 students at the Solihull Council Chambers last Thursday as part of an
annual memorial event.

As ever, this day marks a moment for everyone to remember the millions of people murdered in the Holocaust, under Nazi Persecu-
tion, and in the genocides which followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia, and Darfur. Every year, HMD has a theme attached to it, and
this year’s was ‘Ordinary People’, a contention that:

“Genacide is facilitated by ordinary people. Ordinary people turn a blind eye, believe propaganda, join murderous regimes. And
those who are persecuted, oppressed and murdered in genocide aren’t persecuted because of crimes they’ve committed — they are
persecuted simply because they are ordinary people who belong to a particular group (eg, Roma, Jewish community, Tutsi).”
Ref: https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/this-years-theme/

When reading the home page for this year’s theme (link above), | was humbled to read a quote by Dr Martin Stern MBE, a holocaust
survivor and someone of whom had visited the Academy several years ago and spoken to our community about his experience, all of
which can be read or listened to via the same link.

“And as a five year old, | could stand at the edge of the clearing where the trains were being loaded. People like sardines in those
wooden trucks. And the people loading them in — they were railway men, they didn’t look terribly different from the railway men
who check my tickets these days — they looked like ordinary people.”
Dr Martin Stern MBE, Holocaust survivor

Every year | reflect upon his moving account and encourage you all to take the time to engage with this and consider the resilience,
strength of character and utter determination to navigate his way through this period.
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Our series of information from National Online Safety, continues on this week with a focus on remaining safe on the so-
cial media platform, Twitter.

As ever, accessible advice a proactive tips are given to provide clarity as to how you can use this platform to best effect
on the following page.

For any feedback, please email: (Yr12) Mr Curran: ccurran@kingshurst.tgacademy.org.uk, (Yr13) Miss Foster: jfoster@kingshurst.tgacademy.org.uk;

(Learning Mentor) Ms Akhtar: norakhtar@kingshurst.tgacademy.org.uk, Mr Bowers: jbowers@kingshurst.tgacademy.org.uk (Director of Sixth Form)
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At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This gulde focuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.natlonalonlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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