
Formal elements - shape

Formal elements - line

Formal elements - pattern.

Formal elements - tone & form.

• What is tone? Tone refers to how light or dark 
something is, to get darker tone press down 
harder.

• How can I apply tone to my drawings to make 
them look more 3D and therefore realistic?

Example of a drawing that focuses on 
tone and form using a 2B pencil.

Knowledge Organiser:
Year 7 Art and Design
Autumn Term - In the Allotment

This term you will cover a range of knowledge and 
skills in the following topics:

DRAWING & PAINTING

Formal elements - texture & line.
• What is texture? Texture refers to the surface quality in a 

work of art.

Formal elements - colour

You will be assessed:
TA1 AO3 – Record 
Tone and Form: Observational Drawing



How do we use Knowledge 
Organisers in ART

Vocabulary - Formal elements

How can you use knowledge organisers at home to help us?
• Retrieval Practice: Read over a section of the knowledge organiser, cover it up 

and then write down everything you can remember. Repeat until you remember 
everything.

• Flash Cards: Using the Knowledge Organisers to help on one side of a piece of 
paper write a question, on the other side write an answer. Ask someone to test 
you by asking a question and seeing if you know the answer.

• Mind Maps: Turn the information from the knowledge organiser into a mind 
map. Then reread the mind map and on a piece of paper half the size try and 
recreate the key phrases of the mind map from memory.

• Sketch it: Draw an image to represent each fact; this can be done in isolation or 
as part of the mind map/flash card.

• Teach it: Teach someone the information on your knowledge organiser, let them 
ask you questions and see if you know the answers.

How will we use knowledge organisers in Art

• Visual Support: To show a WAGOLL, to explain connection of four Assessment 
Objectives..

• Literacy Support: Support on written work, particularly for AO1 with keywords.

SENTENCE STARTERS Artist's work:

This artists work is about……………………..(discuss its theme)
It was created in …………..(date)
In this artwork they use……..……. describe (shape and form) (tone and 
colour) (pattern and texture).
They use the materials…………and explain how they used them.
I chose to look at this artist /artwork because………………………(explain 
how it links to your theme)
It will help me with my own work because……………
I'm going to take influence from this artists by…………………….
I like this work because…………………………….

Tier 1 Vocab
Light / dark
Plan
Line
Shape
Texture
Tier 2 Vocab
Tone
Layout
Form
Depth
Pressure
Scale
Observe
Tier 3 Vocab
Contrast
Composition
Formal elements
Proportion
Accuracy
Symmetry, 
Observation, 
Perspective
Graduation
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