
This module continues your learning 
journey from previous learning in Biology 
about the natural world and links it to 
future content needed in GCSE.

You will develop a much greater 
understanding of Biodiversity which is 
the variety of living organisms around us 
but also at the variation found within 
humans and what causes this. This will 
then lead into looking at evolution.

You will continue to develop and 
understanding of adaptation and 
competition between living organisms.

9.1 Ecology

Year 9 Autumn Half Term 1

Biology

The Variety of 
Life

VOCABULARY
Continuous Species
Discontinuous Evidence
Biodiversity
Biomass
Interdependence

Variation
You will learn about 
variation and what 
causes variation. 
You will look at 

examples of genetic 
and environmental 
caused variation.

Communities
You will learn about 
what are habitats 
and communities 

are. How organisms 
interact in a 
community.

Biodiversity
You will learn about 

why biodiversity is so 
important and how a 
wide variety of living 
organisms makes an 
ecosystem healthy.

Competition
You will learn about what 

animals and plants 
compete for and how this 

may affect the species 
numbers present in an 

ecosystem.

Interdependence
You will learn about 

how organisms 
within a community 
rely on each other.

Food Webs
You will learn about what 

organisms make each stage 
of the food chain and how 
energy loss limits the size 

and efficiency of the chain. 
You will learn how the chains 

link to make a food web.

Adaptation
You will learn about how 
plants and animals are 
adapted to survive in 

their habitats and how 
this may allow them to 

outcompete others.

Continuous and 
discontinuous variation 
You will learn about the 

different types of 
variation and how they 
can be measured and 

plotted.

Natural Selection
You will learn about the 

process of evolution 
through Natural 

Selection. You should 
learn how to explain 
any given example.

The theory of evolution
You will learn about the 

process of evolution 
through Natural Selection. 
You should learn how to 

explain any given example.

Species 
You will learn about 
what a species is and 
how different species 
rely on each other to 

survive through 
interdependence.

Quadrat sampling
You will learn about 

to measure the 
population size of 

plants using 
techniques to reduce 

bias

Fossils
You will learn 

how fossils are 
made and how 

they can be 
evidence for 

evolution.
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