
MATHS

An important mathematical tool that aids in the everyday running of complex systems is 
generalisation; that is, using variables (algebra) to show relationships and procedures. Last half 
term we examined the structures that allowed us to manipulate calculations, and this half term 
we will look at the meaning of those calculations so that we can form generalisations.

Generalising with algebra will allow us to look closer at general trends and patterns and will give 
us the opportunity to predict solutions to problems. It will also allow us to identify more efficient 
processes and ways to strategically problem solve – this a key characteristic of successful 
mathematicians. 
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You will build resilience and grit this half term; you will 
be using the concepts you examined in Autumn one and 
investigating how they apply in algebraic contexts. This 
will be unfamiliar and will require persistence.
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VOCABULARY:
q V a r i a b l e
q E x p r e s s i o n
q S i m p l i f y

q E x p a n d
q S u b s t i t u t i o n


