
STEPS

VOCABULARY: nature vs nurture, moral evil, 
natural evil, Humanist, atheist, theodicy, 
omnibenevolent, omniscient, omnipotent, 
suffering, reincarnation, karma, plague, deter, 
reform, retribution, capital punishment, Fitrah.

Evil & Suffering
Year 8, Term 3

Evil and 
Suffering

How do atheists 
explain 

suffering?

Evil vs suffering

Nature vs nurture 

How should we 
treat criminals?

Christianity: why do 
we suffer?

Why do Muslims 
think we suffer?

Eastern 
Religious 
responses 

How do Hindus 
respond to the 
problem of evil? 

Abrahamic 
Religious  
responses 

How does Judaism 
explain suffering?

Buddhism: how 
should you cope with 
suffering?

Capital punishment 

This unit will enable you to provide answers to the question: Is 
anyone born evil?
Suffering is a shared human experience which challenges belief 
and which humans struggle to comprehend – this topic will 
allow you to explain what evil means, different perspectives on 
it and your own ideas of where it comes from and how it should 
be viewed. 

Criminality


